The Cause of the Pyrexia in Feyer. But to make the picture complete we must frame some hypothesis to account for the fever ever coming to an end.
We are told then that the fever comes to an end when the bacilli cease to be reproduced, and they cease to be reproduced when the nidus is exhausted ; that is, when all the glands which form the nidus have been destroyed.
The course of events shows that on an average it takes five weeks, more or less, for the completion of this process ?two weeks occupied by the period of incubation and three by the febrile stage. How, then, about relapses ? As to this, one has to suppose that not all the intestinal glands are affected in a first attack of typhoid fever: some remain untouched, and these may become affected later. They in turn may again pour into the system their shoals of fry, again to develop in the midst of the tissues, and again to go 011 causing pyrexia until they in turn cease to be poured out in consequence of their nidus also being destroyed ; all of which is very well, and as a pretty mental picture it is very well indeed. But whether in the first week of typhoid the whole system is as a fact infested with these bacilli; whether these bacilli growing in the intestinal glands do as a fact give off shoals of germs instead of multiplying by division; whether the mere increase of heat production by the growth of these bacilli would of itself account for the pyrexia; and, finally, whether a theory is to be regarded as acceptable which requires us to believe that these bacilli go on being reproduced in the tissues, so long as it is a question of a rise of temperature, but when it becomes a question of the cessation of the fever, attributes this to the cessation of the supply of germs from the nidus in the intestinal glands ; these are questions into which we will not at this moment enter. But, as put by Dr. Maclagan, it all looks very simple, which is the provoking part of many a daydream.
